
YP Workshops (1) 9-9:45

Taking Your Connect Groups To The Next Level Brian Holmes (Room - D 138)
Evangelism Diego Caballero (Room - D 140)
Youth Ministry Structure Maddie Meistrell (Room - D 139)
How to Run a Student  Summer Internship Ken Malmin & Dylan Jones - PBC (Room - D 136)
Bi-vocational Ministry Mackenzie Holmes (Room - D 135)
Importance of a Biblical Worldview for Youth Sarah Nashif-Tan (Room - D 137)
How to Change the World Before you Die; Discipleship Reimagined Craig Brown (Room - D 133)

YP Workshops (2) 10-10:45

How to Change the World Before you Die; Discipleship Reimagined Craig Brown (Room - D 133)
The Struggle is Actually Real: Starting a Youth Ministry from the Ground Up Taylor Murray (Room - D 140)

Taking Your Connect Groups To The Next Level Brian Holmes (Room - D 138)
Youth Pastors and the Study of the Bible Lanny Hubbard (Room - D 136)

Healthy Marriage. Healthy Ministry Ken & Glenda Malmin (Room - D 135)
Sex + Sexuality Within Your Youth Group David & Leann Reece (Room - D 137)

10 Things We Need From Our Teams Trent Meistrell (Room - D 139)

YP Workshops (3) 11-11:45

10 Things We Need From Our Teams Trent Meistrell (Room - D 139)
The Struggle is Actually Real: Starting a Youth Ministry from the Ground Up Taylor Murray (Room - D 140)
Youth Ministry Structure Maddie Meistrell (Room - D 138)
How to Run a Student Summer Internship Ken Malmin & Dylan Jones  (Room - D 136)
Importance of a Biblical Worldview for Youth Sarah Nashif-Tan (Room - D 135)
Sex + Sexuality Within Your Youth Group David & Leann Reece (Room - D 137)
Evangelism Anna Caballero (Room - D 133)

Workshop Schedule - Friday 2/8
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WHY GROUPS

Matthew 28:19–20
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.”

Great Commission? Or Great Recommendation?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Part One (The Mind of a Student):
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Taking Your Connect Groups to the Next Level
Brian Holmes

4
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Book Reference: Gen Z

Part Two (How?):
It is more simple than you think. I am going to break this down into three sections so no matter what size your youth ministry is, day you 
meet, leaders you have, you can take this model and apply it to where you are at currently. Some of us might be at section one, some might 
be at section three, but all three sections are needed in order to create the momentum of taking our small groups to the next level.

Step One: Set the Culture:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Step Two: Organize & Re-Organize:
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Step Three: Define Your Next Steps & How To Take Them:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Part Three: Galatians 6:9, NIV
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
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Youth Structure
Maddie Meistrell

Structure Defined: A particular model of ministry. The framework that organizes varying ministry elements (groups, teams, departments, 
etc) that become the overall expression of the ministry. 

Where does structure come from: Structure comes from the outworking of what we believe (Bible), what we think (Theology), why we do 
what we do (Values). 

Structure simply answers the question: 

How are we going to do 
what we want to do (Methods)?

Structure is simply one of the methods that define 
our ministry expressions. it’s how we do what we 
do.

Benefits of structure: 
• Be ahead of the growth curve of the church.
• Simplified structure enhances growth rather than hinders it.
• Avoids duplication of responsibility and authority. 
• Avoids bottlenecks. 
• Quickens the decision making process. 
• Enables the team to act without prior approval. 
• Delegate responsibility to the “front lines”. 
• Empower ministry yet maintain appropriate accountability.

Structure Practices: 
1. When the structure works, change it! Just like a building structure there is only a certain amount of “weight or capacity” it can 

handle. Everytime you double in size it’s time to revisit and change the structure. 
2. Design from your DNA. Leverage your churches belief statements, vision, direction, and values. 
3. Let all the “lines and boxes” fit the purpose of your ministry. Structure should reflect the overall mission that you want to 

achieve.
4. It works if you work it. Keep the structure in front of all layers of leaders and volunteers. 

Brainstorm a Structure: 
1. What are you trying to accomplish / who are you trying to reach? (what’s the vision?)
2. How are you going to accomplish that task / how are you going to reach the target?
3. What needs to be done in order in order to accomplish the task / reach the target?
4. Who do you need to fill the roles within the structure to accomplish that task / reach the target?
5. Build accordingly / adjust as needed.
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Mannahouse Youth STRUCTURE

Mannahouse has 4 elements in which we accomplish our vision. 

Reach. Gather. Equip. Lead. 
Mannahouse Youth builds expressions within these vehicles to accomplish the vision of the church. 

Clubs: are our campus outreach expression. This is the strongest and most effects evangelism expression of Mannahouse Youth. We host 
weekly lunch, and conversations at local high schools and middle schools around our service locations. 

Group: we have amazing leaders who lay down their life for students by leading groups. Groups are where intentional relationships are 
built, the masks come off, and we can grow together into what God is calling us into. 

Youth Nights: we gather every Wednesday for youth nights. These nights rotate on emphasis of group and worship services where a mes-
sage is shared. Youth Nights are ran by Mannhouse Youth Campus Coaches and Dreamteam. 

Prime: is our yearly summer internship between 6-8 weeks leading up to our summer camp. We host one day at our central campus (RB), 
and then one day on our specific campuses. We train and prepare our high school students for college, life, and train them in the Bible, by 
exposing them to our college teachers, college level classes, and identity shaping curriculum.

Summer Camp: this is the super bowl week of our youth ministry. Each year during the summer we take all of our students to a summer 
camp, and we dig deep in worship, encounter, relationship, and a ton of fun. 

One Conference:  Is our yearly conference that we open up to anyone from any church. We bring in guests speakers, provide breakout 
sessions for students and leaders, and hear from our college teachers as well. 

Youth Ministry College Class: we have a class for students, and online students to take with our bible college. 

Youth Night Events: we host quarterly events to simply gather people who have never been here before on our youth nights. Our goal is to 
see the sinner saved, and then plugged into a group and club. 

Dreamteam: is how we accomplish everything we do. Clubs, groups, conferences and camp are all ran and driven by amazing volunteers 
that we call our dreamteam.

Reach
Clubs
Youth Nights

Gather
Groups
Youth Nights

Equip 
Prime
Dreamteam
Youth College Class

Lead
ONE Conference
Summer Camp
Group Leader
Team Leader
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Pastoral Structure
Reach| Gather
Pastoral System

EQUIPPING STRUCTURE
Equip | Lead
Equipping System

10
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1. Define volunteer ministry
2. Define your disciplines
3. Direct communication

  1.                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  2.                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  3.                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Bi-Vocational Ministry
Mackenzie Holmes
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Luke 6:12-16

P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

P                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

How to Change the World Before You Die;  
Discipleship Reimagined
Craig Brown
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15
YOUTH PASTOR HANDOUT e5.1.indd   15 1/3/19   2:43 PM



How to Build a Successful Student Internship
Ken Malmin & Dylan Jones

1. Introduction 

Previous Youth Internships 
1. When we’ve done summer internships with our students in the past they have not been very good at.
2. Summer Time 

• Students have time 
• Traditionally our world slows down 
• Perfect time to take fringe students and make them core.

3. What we have done however has not been very good as most of what we focused on was 
• Devotions
• Serving – Cleaning Closets etc. 
• Setting up for youth 

4. We created a summer internship program called PRIME that was the best thing we have done in youth ministry and this is simply an 
explanation of how we did that. 

2. What Students needed

Curriculum 
1. Connect group emphasis workshop was what we did to focus on discipleship based on relationship. 
2. PRIME was the worldview piece. We worked with Portland Bible College and put together 4 years of curriculum with each year being 

standalone. 
Way 
1. Jesus said I am The Way. Lots of worldviews, ways to think about certain things but Jesus said I am THE way. 
2. How do we address all the different worldviews, ways young people face when it comes to sexuality, gender, worldview, morality, truth 

etc. This class takes a look at current worldviews trying to influence young people and what is God’s way. 
  John 14:6 – “I am the Way, Truth, and life”
Truth 
1. Truth in our society has become relative, which is an oxymoron yet this is what young people and old people believe. What is true for 

you isn’t true for me, which is a worldview. However, we are responsible for teaching young people. Truth not just what their options are. 
2. This is called Doctrine. A set of beliefs. This is what we believe. We have to teach our young people what to believe. 
3. When it comes to Sin, Incarnation, atonement, Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 

Life 
1. Lastly, Jesus said Life. For us what are the character and disciplines needed to lead to life. 
2. Things young people need is identity, Time management, Devotions, Relationships etc. 
3. Most of us as youth pastors are excellent in this area but not as much in the first two. 
4. The reason we invited PBC to help is that they are the experts in these areas. 

16
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3. The format of the internship 
Incentive 
1. Students – Friends, Lunch, Something to do over the summer 
2. Parents – Curriculum offered, Student Credit for College (parallel running start college programs) 
3. We made PRIME the thing to do this summer. This is what you do if you are in high school. 
Schedule 
1. How do we make the Schedule as inclusive as possible 
2. We landed on doing Tuesday morning 8 am – 1 pm. Students joined in for staff devotions from 8-9am. Then we did all our class time on 

Tuesday. Three 45min classes one each of these topics. Lunch at 12 then goes home at 1.
3. Wednesday you are already coming to youth that night for us to come in at 2 pm. We don’t feed lunch. Do devotions for an hour. Service 

from 3-5 Then 5 pm onwards help set up and get ready for youth group. 
4. 2 days a week that a parent can justify and a student doesn’t feel like their whole summer got chewed up. 
Extra 
1. We had a couple of days during the 6 weeks for something extra

• Outreach day – Sat- put on a festival for low-income apartments
• Fund Pool Day – just hang out eat at a pool 

Budget
1. All the costs we included in the Prime internship – College credit, lunch on Tuesdays, journal, t-shirt, etc. hence the cost was $150 

4. Fruit of the Internship 
We had 60 High School Students take PRIME and it was an overwhelming success. 

• Students 
• Parents 

17
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“62% of High School students are projected to 
leave the Faith once they graduate. We refuse 

to let our students be that statistic.”

“Strengthening Faith for the Future”

A SIX-WEEK SUMMER 
INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE, POWERED 
BY PORTLAND BIBLE COLLEGE, DESIGNED TO 
HELP HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS CONNECT WITH GOD, 
HIS CHURCH, AND INTEGRATE FAITH INTO THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES.

• 18 Video lectures from Portland Bible 

College professors

• Administrative Resources: schedules, 

budgets, etc.

• Promotion Resources: video, brochure 

template, etc.

• Outreach ideas and resources

• Workshop on how to write and share a 

testimony

• Student Resources: T-Shirt design and 

Notebook

• College Credit

Run Prime Internship for your youth group. Prime in a box includes the 
following digital assets:
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PRIME

“I never knew that the Bible had so much to say about 
what I’m facing in the real world around me.”

- Prime Student

Sign-up during
conference for $25 Off 

Text ‘PRIME’ to 970-00

$250 PER GROUP
Provides youth pastors with six 
months of online access to curriculum and 
internship resources (just $10 per student for a group of 25!).

OFFER PORTLAND BIBLE COLLEGE CREDIT FOR $45 PER STUDENT
Request credit prior to the start of your Internship.

WAY: Worldview TRUTH: Doctrine LIFE: Discipleship

Why Worldviews Matter Bible: Inspiration Identity: God vs. Everyone Else

Absolutes God: Revelation Character: Weakness to Strength

Sexuality: Why/Covenant Man: Being Discipline: Time

Race Jesus: Why the Incarnation Devotions: Word

Engage Culture with the Gospel Atonement: Necessity Relationships: Friendship

Me First Mentality Holy Spirit: Person Life: Decision Making

PRIME IS DESIGNED AS A FOUR-YEAR SERIES OF VIDEO LECTURES ON WORLDVIEWS, BIBLICAL DOCTRINE AND 
DISCIPLESHIP. PRIME 01 TOPICS ARE:

WWW.PORTLANDBIBLECOLLEGE.ORG/PRIME

COSTS

Available for purchase April 1st, 2019
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The Struggle is Actually Real: Starting a Youth 
Ministry from the Ground Up
Taylor Murray

SPIRITUAL TRUTHS

YOU CAN SEE THIS THING GROW

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

FACTS ARE REAL - YOU DECIDE WHAT THEY MEAN
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THINK LIKE A PIONEER 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

YOU’RE A CURATOR, NOT A CREATOR

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

START WITH THE LOW-HANGING FRUIT
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YOUR GROWTH OR LACK OF IT IS A RESULT OF YOUR CULTURE (and it begins with you)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS

1. NO SOCIAL MEDIA IS BETTER THAN BAD SOCIAL MEDIA

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

2. START & BUILD WITH STUDENT LEADERS

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

3. ENVIRONMENT IS EVERYTHING

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

4. RALLY CONSTANTLY
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5. WITH EVERY LITTLE WIN, MAKE IT A NEW STANDARD

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

6. LESS IS MORE

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

7. SET REAL GOALS WITH REAL MARKERS THAT MAKE YOU 3% UNCOMFORTABLE

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

8. BALL ON A BUDGET, BUT DON’T BE CHEAP

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

YOUTH PASTOR HANDOUT e5.1.indd   23 1/3/19   2:43 PM



What Our Team Needs
Trent Meistrell

10 Things We Need From Our Team
1. We need a team member who understands team.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

2. We need a team member who has learned to honor up, down, and all around.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

3. We need a team member who communicates.
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4. We need a team member with a can-do attitude
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

5. We need a team member with developed life skills - the little things.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

6. We don’t need people who have whiny spirits.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

7. We need a team member who is one of them.
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8. We need a team member whose maturity is greater than their personality.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

9. We need a leader who is sold out for the vision. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

10. We are not on the gossip train. 
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Sex + Sexuality Within Your Youth Group
David & Leann Reece  

Culture has shifted where it seems the fight for human expression and sexual identity is destructive and confusing. Students are being 
taught and encouraged to claim a different identity than what their body tells them; encouraging them that however they feel is truth. It 
seems like today, more than ever, youth pastors and leaders are facing difficulty and complication in knowing how to navigate this new 
terrain. We want to tell you that you are not alone! This is a confusing time and we want to work together to dig deeper, love well and speak 
truth.

1. Welcome students into Youth Group. Show them they are children of God. This is 
central to their identity.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Romans 8: 15-17
 “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father” The 
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs - heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, 
if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”

#1 KEY POINTS: The church is invitational (huge characteristic of God); we invite in to engage, empower and encourage; requires balance of 
grace and truth; living in tension of grace and truth is not easy, but is imperative to live out the heart of God.
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2. How do we engage when we see someone struggling? Ask questions & be honest.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Galatians 6: 1-2
 “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in a trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to 
yourself so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.

Three things to do:
1. Ask Holy Spirit to cover conversation and to remove confusion from communication.
2. Be honest about what you see happening, don’t beat around the bush - adolescents can smell inauthenticity.
3. Show up and be genuinely willing to engage in the messy process of re-building identity.

Three things NOT to do:
1. Don’t assume you know all a student may be going through.
2. Don’t preach when listening is needed. 
3. Don’t use Christianese when plain English will do.

#2 KEY POINTS: Develop trust with your students, earn the right to speak into their life; asking questions shows that we see and we care; 
not already knowing something does not make you uncaring or unintelligent; we want kids to know they are seen, heard and loved; You do 
not need to know everything to engage.
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3. Speak truth and do not waiver. Call to original identity with strength and confidence.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Ephesians 4: 14-16
 “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cun-
ning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, 
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

#3 KEY POINTS: Lead and teach kids to engage with Jesus; Jesus informs their identity; As leaders we can call to their identity, but we must 
lead them in how to listen and learn who they are from Jesus; We may not know their current terminology or lingo — that is not required to 
speak truth; Speak to the original intent of creation and purpose for sexuality — sexuality is not a byproduct of creation; sexuality is too 
important to God to be boiled down to feelings and desires — it is about revelation; Do not waiver in loving your kids.
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4. Invite Holy Spirit into your own sexuality. Know what God has to say about sexuality, 
identity and gender.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Psalm 139: 13-15 
“For you formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous 
are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in 
the lowest parts of the earth.”

Romans 12: 1-2 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Genesis 1: 27-28 
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them and 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

#4 KEY POINTS: Live from a place of knowing what you are teaching — this means inviting Holy Spirit into your own sexuality; When we ap-
proach God with our questions about sexuality and have a true desire to hear from Him, you better believe He is going to speak to you; Work 
out your own knowledge and understanding of what your sexuality means as it pertains to revealing who God is. When we are certain of who 
God is in us, and how he created us we can then work to impact the world the way we’re intended to. God didn’t create androgynous humans, 
give them dominion, tell them to work and then let them decide their gender. It was intentional that it was determined before anything else.
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Evangelism
Diego & Anna Caballero
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Youth Pastors and the Study of the Bible
Lanny Hubbard

I. Biblical Study: 
Most of those in Christian ministry know that the Bible is the primary source of material that will be used in preaching, teaching, counsel-
ing and personal development. Because they use it so much, the time they give to studying it is very important. Many youth pastors have 
had some form of formal Bible training which has familiarized them with the skills necessary to do this kind of research. Others have not 
had any such training and so find studying a fairly challenging task. For either group there is always a need to become more familiar with 
things that are available to streamline and enrich their time of study.
There are some important things to know when proceeding into the activity of biblical study. Each will now be presented and described. In 
addition to each one there will be suggestions of material that can be looked at to help understand each one more.

A. Bible Translations: 
An important part of studying and ministering the Scriptures is a good Bible translation. The choice of a good translation is crucial in 
order to provide a clear and understandable text of what is being studied. Picking a translation is more than a matter of personal taste; 
much should go into making such a choice.

In most systematic theology textbooks the first area to be discussed is called “Bibliology”. This doctrine includes things like the origin 
and formation of the Bible as we know it; the transmission of the text to our present time; and the philosophy of translation used to 
construct the present contemporary versions of the Bible. Becoming familiar with all of these is important for the leader in order to use 
the text with confidence and to answer questions that students will have about the Bible.

B. Observations in the Word: 
Here are some basic study techniques that can be performed by most believers without the purchase of additional reference material or 
taking formal training classes.

1. Carefully read the scripture text: Much Bible reading is done either too fast or too casually. Reading this way allows 
many little but important details to be overlooked. To avoid doing this, try the following suggestions.

• Read the same passage from several translations of the Bible. The wording in different translations can trigger new 
perspectives and insights in familiar words. 

• Don’t be afraid to highlight key words or ideas. This makes them easier to locate as well as note where there are concen-
trations of words in a passage.

• After reading the passage several times, attempt to verbally recall what was contained in it. Paraphrase a verse. Retell a 
story in order to get the details clear.

2. Learn to make general observations from a passage. Note the details in the text:
James 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer 
but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. (NASB)

POWERED BY
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What are things to look for in the text?

• Repeated words and phrases: 
 These are how the author indicates areas that are being emphasized.
 Psalm 136:1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. (x26)

• Watch for comparisons: 
 Often symbols are used in order to aid in communicating a nonmaterial concept.

(Parable) Matthew 13:33 He spoke another parable to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened.”

• Watch for contrasts made in a passage: Putting opposites side-by-side can really enhance a point that is being made.

• Look for lists: Usually with lists certain things are all connected because they all share something in common. The 
common connector is important to understanding the purpose for the list.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law. 

• Look for cause and effect connections: There are certain words and phrases in the English language which indicate 
that an author is making such a correlation. These are words and phrases like accordingly, as a result, because of this, 
therefore, and thus. These words should indicate to the reader that such a correlation is being made.

2 Peter 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral 
excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your persever-
ance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.

• Watch for conjunctions: These words are connectors and tie together parts of a text.

Romans 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

• Watch for questions in the text:

• Watch for the tone of the writer:
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C. Observations in the Word: 
Basic Background Material:
When approaching any section of the Bible it is important to already have some basic understanding of the overall structure, themes 
and background of the text. This is equivalent to stepping back a few steps and seeing the big picture of all that is being communicated. 
There are specific things to gain by this larger perspective of the Bible.

1. An overview of Bible history and chronology

2. Familiarity with the culture of the biblical world:
One of the most important elements in biblical research is to be able to read the Bible in light of the historical context of the day it 
was written. We in the western world with our 21st century perspectives are very unfamiliar with the way that people lived in those 
ancient times. Their actions seem very strange to our modern thinking. That is why it is crucial to get past our contemporary way of 
thinking and begin to see life from their perspective.

To do this requires that the student access research material that can acquaint the student with this type of material. The best 
basic resources to do this are good Bible dictionaries or books on the manners and customs of the ancient world. Here are some 
good starter sources.

D. Theology:
The Bible is basically a theological interpretation of history. The narratives in the Bible are a means of communicating the theological 
content of the Scriptures. There are different systematic theology texts available and most are written from differing perspectives. 
Following is a list of some popular texts available today.

36
YOUTH PASTOR HANDOUT e5.1.indd   36 1/3/19   2:43 PM



37

Along with these texts it would be important for the pastor to become familiar with the differences that exist concerning various 
topics. Some topics are complicated and there are numerous factors that must be considered when working with them. Some top-
ics are very controversial and great care must be used when teaching about them. Our young people pick up on varied theological 
ideas through social media and online material. Some topics become important to them because of the changing cultural climate. 
Youth pastors must keep themselves abreast to the ideological trends that are currently influencing our young people. To acquaint 
yourself with some of the varied opinions that exist on these topics the following sources are recommended  

E. Specific Books:
Apart from general information that can be used for all scriptural study, there are specific things that should be learned about each 
individual book of the Bible. These things include the setting and purpose for them being written. The author and time of its writing is 
also crucial. Internally each book is formed by the use of repeated words, phrases, and themes. All these things may not be immediately 
apparent just by reading the biblical text. This is why books that focus on these things are crucial for the student to gain a big overall 
view of each book.

Following are a list of sources that can provide this kind of information. They are not commentaries of each verse in a book, but rather 
they act as introductions to the whole book.

F. Specific Studies:
• Word Studies
• Character Studies
• Place Studies
• Passage Studies

F. Specific Studies:
This is a reference to a resource being made available to you compliments of Portland Bible College. Two years ago, the junior class put 
together a research booklet called “Uncovered”. It is designed to be used by church leaders to help train leaders in the basic aspects 
of Bible research. It is not meant to be an exhaustive work on Hermeneutics, but rather an introduction to the things mentioned in this 
paper. Along with its brevity, one nice feature of the book is that is can be used without purchasing any additional material.
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F. Specific Studies:
This is a reference to a resource being made available to you compliments of Portland Bible College. Two years ago, the junior class put 
together a research booklet called “Uncovered”. It is designed to be used by church leaders to help train leaders in the basic aspects 
of Bible research. It is not meant to be an exhaustive work on Hermeneutics, but rather an introduction to the things mentioned in this 
paper. Along with its brevity, one nice feature of the book is that is can be used without purchasing any additional material.

II. Additional Resources 
Research for biblical preaching includes more than just being familiar with books on the Bible and theology. Often a speaker will use 
information in a message that is to illustrate and develop the material in the biblical text. A lot of time can be spent gathering this type of 
information unless one knows of some strategic online sources that can be consulted. Following is a short online directory that can help 
the youth pastor gather some of this supplementary material in a timely manner.

Meta search sites:
www.metacrawler.com
www.dogpile.com
www.metasearch.com
www.monstercrawler.com
www.webcrawler.com

Reference works:
www.resourceshelf.com/
www.refdesk.com/
www.infomine.ucr.edu

Government:
www.usa.gov
www.politicalresources.net
www.usa.gov

Health:
www.healthfinder.gov/
www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/

History:
www.besthistorysites.net

Legal:
www.law.cornell.edu/
www.findlaw.com
www.nyulawglobal.org/

Encyclopedias:
www.encyclopedia.com/
www.wikipedia.org/
www.yourdictionary.com/

Statistics and demographics:
www.census.gov
www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html

Quotes:
 www.Bertlwby.com
 www.azquotes.com
 www.gracequotes.org
 www.inspiringquotes.us
 www.dailychristianquotes.com
 www.quotefancy.com
 www.christianquotes.info

Illustrations:
www.ignitermedia.com
www.sermonspice.com
www.sermoncentral.com
www.prochurchmedia.com
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Biblical Studies:

Images
www.visualbiblelive.com
www.Bibleplaces.com

Apologetics
www.carm.org
www.apologeticsindex.org
www.christiananswers.net/menu-at1.html
www.BeThinking.org
www.publicchristianity.org

Archeology
www.biblicalarcheology.net
www.allaboutarcheology.org
www.bible-history.com/subcat.php?id=36

Bible History
www.besthistorysites.net

Biblical Studies
www.biblegateway.com/
www.blueletterbible.org
www.biblestudy.org
www.Biblestudytools.com
www.studylight.org
www.biblos.com
www.Bible.org
www.biblehub.com

Church History
www.fordham.edu
www.silk.net/RelEd/
www.chitorch.org
www.spurgeon.org/~phil/hallmap.htm
www.christianitytoday.com/ch/

Hermeneutics
http://hermeneutics.kulikpvskyonline.net
www.bible-researcher.com/index.html

Maps
www.bible-history.com/
www.biblemap.org
www.searchingthescriptures.net/mainpages/
freebibleland maps.htm

Theology Studies
www.leaderu.com
www.reasonablefaith.org/site/PageServer
www.theologicalstudies.org.uk
www.patheos.com
www.tren.com

Theology Texts
www.ntslibrary.com
www.denisjowers.com
www.religion-online.org
www.users.csbsju.edu/
www.theologyresources.info
www.theologygateway.info

World Religions
www.virtualreligion.net/

Editorial/opinion
www.pubicchristianity.ort

Counseling
www.focusonthefamily.com
www.nouthetic.org
www.apa.org
www.allaboutlifechallenges.org
http://counsellingresources.com/distress
www.helpguide.org
http://counselcareconnection.org
www.growthtrac.com/
www.pureintimacy.org
www.purelifealliance.org
http://exodusinternational.org

Cults
www.allaboutcults.org/
www.witnessinc.com/
http://mrm.org/

Leadership
http://swerve.lifechurch.tv/websites/
www.lifechurch.tv/resources
www.xpastor.org/cases/cases.html
www.leadershipnow.com/
www.leadershipletters.com/
www.hillconsultinggroup.org/resources.asp
www.intothyword.org/
www.christianitytoday.con/le/
Pastoral Ministry
www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies
Worship
www.worshipedia.org
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III. The Delivery Process
Research for biblical preaching includes more than just being familiar with books on the Bible and theology. Often a speaker will use 
information in a message that is to illustrate and develop the material in the biblical text. A lot of time can be spent gathering this type of 
information unless one knows of some strategic online sources that can be consulted. Following is a short online directory that can help 
the youth pastor gather some of this supplementary material in a timely manner.

A. Setting Goals: 
The development of a series: There is a general process utilized in the initial development stage of a series. The goal of the pro-
cess is to create a big picture of the series that includes its purpose, content and anticipated outcome. The process will be similar 
to the following outline.

• Identify the issues/problems/needs that the series will address.
• Define the intended learning audience (age, needs and background).
• Determine the resources/assets you have available to use.
• Determine the desired changes/outcomes/objectives that should occur in the learners. (These are the objectives of the 

series. They include what students should know or be able to do by completing the series.)
• Establish the content of the series.
• Lay out the plans/methods/and processes that will be used to accomplish the objectives.
• Evaluate the process to see if the objectives were achieved.

B. The Application Process:
• Help to develop an internal motivation for change.
• Establish goals for behavioral change. Think through the steps necessary to achieve the goal.
• Plan activities that will help accomplish the goals. Plan activities that stress function and not mere activity.
• Establish indicators that reveal that change is occurring.
• Work the plan through several scenarios to see how it will stand up to obstacles.
• Use repetition.
• Pray the process through.
• Work on one thing at a time.
• Model the process for the people.

IV. The Ongoing Education of the Youth Pastor
Like so many other Christian ministries, a youth pastor is never off duty. They are either administering their youth program, counseling 
their teens, or trying to figure out what they will teach next week. Along with all this they try to raise their family, stay physically healthy, 
and keep up with episodes of NCIS. They are busy people, and because of this what is often neglected is further education. Time and money 
limitations make it seem like this is an unattainable goal.

The ongoing education of a pastor, however, is crucial. The culture we find ourselves in is constantly changing. Social media affects our 
young people more than the few hours we can spend with them every week. This means that our communication with them needs to be 
informed and relevant. Following are three recommendations to enhance the study life of any youth pastor.
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A. Reading
It is important to constantly be reading. It is a great mental exercise and printed material is a great way to keep in touch with the 
mindset of society. What to read? Here are some suggestions.

• Some Christian publications regularly present suggested reading lists
• Order catalogs from Christian publishing companies to know what is currently available as well as upcoming releases.
• Look online at syllabi in university courses to see what instructors think are important books in different fields.
• Note footnote and end note references in material you have already read. 

 

B. A Filing System:

C. Ongoing Education
• Portland Bible College online courses (www.portlandbiblecollege.org)
• The Bible Project
• Great Courses
• https://theologicalstudies.org
• www.biblicaltraining.org 
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Healthy Marriage – Healthy Ministry
Ken & Glenda Malmin

“Be diligent to know the state of thy flocks and look well to thy herds.”
Proverbs 27:23

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A LEADER’S FAMILY AND MINISTRY

1. God’s Word Links the                                                          With the Church 
 
I Timothy 3:15 - “The house of God, which is the church, of the living God, the pillar and ground of truth. 
 

2. The                                                          for Leadership 
 
Titus 1:6 - “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. . . .” 
 
A leader’s relationship to their family either qualifies or disqualifies them for leadership in the church. 
 

3. The                                                            of Pastoral Qualities 
 
I Timothy 3:4 - “One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity. . . .” 
 
The pastor’s family is their first pastorate where they develop pastoral qualities. 
 

4. A                                                            of Ministry Success 
 
I Timothy 3:5 - “For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?” 
 
The way a leader ministers to their family is an indication of how they will lead a church ministry. 
 

5. Not a                                                                           
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THE NEED FOR BALANCE

1. The Two Extremes 
 
 
 

2. The Results of Each

Ministry First

Ignore family needs
Produce frustration
Prduce resentment
Wife jealous of the church as the “other women”  (Same with 
children)
Possible family breakup

Family First

Ignore church needs
Produce frustration
Produce resentment
Influence less people
Put family into ministry regardless of God’s calling
Frustrate other leaders

THE REASONS FOR THE EXTREMES
 
What factors can tend to push leaders to one of these two extremes?

• Their background and upbringing
• Their personal experiences
• Their own ambitions
• Their over-reacting to another extreme
• Their misguided sincerity and a lack of understanding

God won’t lead you to destroy your family

Tension vs. Balance

It is possible to view the church and the family as opposing each other -- both vying for attention, time, and energy.  Both seem to have 
constant demands and a leader can tend to feel they are pulling him in two different directions.  This sense of tension between the two will 
not produce good fruit.  However, cultivating a sense of blending and balance between them will produce great fruit.
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THE REASONS FOR THE EXTREMES
Very few things have more affect on the effectiveness of a leader than the quality of his marriage relationship.  However, it seems that 
there are so many diverse pressures on a leader’s marriage.  We believe that it is possible to be anointed and fruitful in leadership as well 
as to enjoy a happy marriage.

HANDLING PRESSURES

The world in which we live can be an environment hostile to the health of our marriages.  Every marriage faces various pressures that it 
must contend with.  Ministry marriages face all the normal pressures as well as the extra pressures of leadership.

1.  
 

2.  
 

3.  
 

4.  
 

5.  
 

6.  
 

7.  
 

8.  
 

9.  
 
 

10.  
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DETERMINATIONS / COMMITMENTS FOR MARRIED COUPLES IN MINISTRY

1. We’re In This                                                      - God called us together.

2. Be In God’s Presence Together 
 
The key to not taking ministry frustrations out on each other 
“It’s his church; they’re his sheep/problems” 

3.                                                            Our Lives - Communicate Regularly 

4. Really                                            To Each Other 

5. Be Patient With Each Other and Our Marriage 

6. Keep                                           Our Relationship 

7. Stay On the Same Side of the                                            
 
Attack problems, not each other 
Don’t let problems come between us 

Support Each Other - Don’t Judge 
 
Try to                                            each other more than                                            each other. 

8. Learn From Each Other - There Is Joy In Discovery 

9. Leave Our                                            at the Door 

10. Save Some                                            

11. Establish Checkpoints 
 
Times to talk and evaluate 

12. Accept Our                                            
 
Appreciate our differences 
Blend our differences 
Let God use our differences 
 

13. Let the Holy Spirit Lead Our Relationship
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Importance of a Biblical Worldview for Youth
Sarah Nashif-Tan

GOALS FOR THIS WORKSHOP

• DEFINE AND UNDERSTAND WORLDVIEW CONCEPTS
• PREVIEW THE COMPETING WORLDVIEWS
• DISCOVER THE YOUTHPASTOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORLDVIEW
• RESOURCE YOUTH PASTORS TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE FRAME IN THEIR WORLDVIEWS

Post-Christian Culture
We are living in a post-Christian, post-modern, pluralist world. Our current culture’s perspectives and conversations about identity, race, 
gender, political parties, identity, values all represent competing worldviews.

OUR SOCIETY TODAY IS:
Post-Christian
Pluralistic
Post-Modern
Multi-Cultural
Technological
Church Attendance in Decline
Globalized
Religious Liberty under attack

Within this context, 60-80% of college freshman who claim to be Christian will walk away from Christianity by the time they 
are college seniors. No other age group within the Church is more likely to leave. When surveyed, most young ex-Christians report the 
primary reason they rejected Christianity was simply because they no longer believed it to be true. They had intellectual doubt that could 
not be resolved by the Christians in their lives. They found better answers elsewhere.
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Christians Do Not Have Biblical Worldviews
“I’m a Christian and therefore have a Biblical worldview” is no longer true. 
Barna Research surveyed PRACTICING CHRISTIANS (They attend church at least once a month and consider their faith very important to their 
life)

17 %, Less than 1/5 of Practicing Christians have a COMPLETE Biblical worldview.

61% agree with ideas rooted in New Spirituality (New Age) 
 “It does not matter what name people pray to. All people pray to the same God.”
54% with Postmodernism 
 “What is morally right and wrong depends on what and individual believes” 
36% with Marxism
 “the root of society’s problem is Rich people exploiting the system in a way that hurts the working class”
29% with Secularism/Naturalism
 “Meaning and purpose comes from working hard to earn as much as possible so you can make the most of life”

“This research really crystalizes what Barna has been tracking in our country as an ongoing shift away from Christianity as the basis for 
a shared worldview. It is striking how pervasive some of these beliefs are among people who are actively engaged in the Christian faith.” 
(Barna) 

Instead of adopting the formal framework of a Biblical worldview it seems that Christians have accepted a hodgepodge of individual truths 
that come from everywhere. For years Christian thought-leaders have warned us that we’re on the brink of a post-Christian era, today we 
are officially on the other side. 

Worldviews are the glasses through which we see the world
The dress that broke the internet - Is the dress White/Gold or Blue/Black?

• Same image; Two totally different conclusions 

• People with different worldviews can view same thing very differently.

• Everyone was convinced they were RIGHT. 

• The dress was actually Blue and Black. There is always a right answer. 

• Biblical Worldview: Truth is not RELATIVE.
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Is this map correct or incorrect? 

• The world is round; there is no right-side up or   

 upside-down

• We get used to seeing something the same way   

 over and over again that we assume it is the   

 RIGHT way.

Worldviews are:
• The way you see the world around you.

• The way you process all information

• generally so deeply embedded in our subconscious that we are unaware of our own

How are Worldviews Formed
Worldviews bombard us constantly from all sort of directions. Fake worldviews are everywhere—on television, in books and magazines, at 
the movies, and in conversations with friends and family. We absorb them like we catch colds. We don’t even know we’re sick until it’s too 
late.

How do we see the world the way God sees it (and not through the eyes of culture, religion, our friends, our parents, or even our own emo-
tions)? How do we make sure that our worldview is fully shaped by Biblical Truth?

Worldviews are formed in many ways:
• Culture
• Social Media
• Religion
• Advertising 
• Family influence
• Conversations at Starbucks
• Educational system

• Church Sermons
• Peer groups
• Political speeches
• Media
• Traditions
• Music
• Advice from friends/family
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Facts about Worldviews
1. Everyone has a worldview – 
• It can be conscious or subconscious
• It may be true, partially true or totally false 
• You can create it or it can just happen to you 
2. Worldviews are NOT the same as Religion and Culture. They influence your Worldviews. 
3. All worldview begins with a set of assumptions that can only be taken “by faith”
4. No worldview is totally open-minded

Worldview Definitions
A worldview is “a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (as-
sumptions which may be true, partially true, or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) 
about the basic construction of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.”  (James Sire

1. The framework of ideas and beliefs through which an individual interprets the world and interacts with it
2. Basic beliefs that we use to help us make sense of the world and your experiences 
3. Fundamental foundation that determines your beliefs, thoughts/feelings and ultimately, actions.
4. Habit forming belief around the biggest questions of life.

Six Worldviews
1. New Spirituality – life is about consciousness
 The belief that reality is spiritual, not material, and that what you do in this life will come back to you, whether good or evil 

2. Post Modernism – Life is about context
 The belief that we should be suspicious of anyone who claims to know the truth, because none of us have access to it 

3. Marxism – Life is about capital
 The belief that the current system must be overthrown because it exploits the poor to benefit the rich 

4. Secularism/Naturalism – Life is about control
 The belief that the material world is all there is, and that God is irrelevant to what is important 

5. Islam - Life is about conquering
 The belief that humans are in rebellion against Allah and must be made to submit through the practices revealed to the Prophet  
 Muhammad 

6. Biblical Worldview – Life is about Christ
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Worldviews answer Life’s biggest questions
These are the questions that young people, really all people, really want answers too. Depending on where they find the answers to all these 
questions will determine their worldview.

1. Nature of Reality – is there an unseen realm or is all you see all you get?
2. The Nature of God – is there God, gods, no God, if so is he good, distant, involved?
3. Nature of Man – is man good, evil, eternal, temporal?
4. Meaning of Life – why am I here? 
5. What happens in Death – is there heaven or hell, is there anything after death? 
6. Right and Wrong – is there absolute truth or is truth relative? 
7. Am I loved? Am I worthy of love?
8. Why Do I hurt? Why do bad things happen?
9. Does my life have meaning? 
10. Why can’t we just get along? 
11. Is there hope for the future? 

THE BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW DOES ANSWER THE BIG QUESTIONS OF LIFE
Most Americans have little idea how to integrate core biblical principles to form a unified and meaningful response to the challenges and 
questions of life.  

Can you articulate it for yourself and others? 
I Peter 3:15 (NIV) – “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have.”

View of God Example

Different Views of God:
• Authoritarian God is a deity of divine judgment, revealed truth, and moral precepts. 
• The Benevolent God is a deity that is loving and non-judgmental. 
• The Distant God is a deity who created the world, but is really a distant force in the cosmos.
• Man finds God in himself

Biblical Worldview of God
• God is Love (I John 4:8)
• Incomplete Worldview: Jesus Loves you
• Complete Worldview:  He doesn’t just love you; He is love
• An incomplete worldview can lead to conversations like “Jesus doesn’t love me now that I’ve done this. Yet, if Jesus is Love then to say 

he doesn’t love you is to deny who He is and even to deny that love exists
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Why do bad things happen? Example

Each worldview answers it in a different way:
• Secularism/Naturalism: There is no spiritual realm and the universe is random and so some people will just be lucky. There is no rhyme 

or reason, nor any justice. 
• Marxism: We experience pain because the rich have left us in misery by taking more than their fair share. 
• Islam: God is responsible for the evil that occurs and He owes us no explanation. 
• New Spiritualism: Find harmony with the universe and suffering will cease to have any meaning. 
Biblical Worldview of Pain and Suffering
• While God can do whatever he chooses, God does not do everything he is capable of.  
• Man choose to sin; God chooses to redeem. 
• One day, evil will end. Forever. Suffering and weeping are real and profound, but for God’s children, they are temporary. Eternal joy is on 

its way. 
• My suffering will be OVERCOME. Hurt will not WIN. Indeed, it already has lost

Symptoms of Wrong Worldviews 
Romans 1:25 – “they exchanged truth for a lie” 
It’s important to establish a clear and consistent worldview - when people don’t know what to believe or trust anymore it causes things to 
happen:   

1. They mentally check out – do not engage with anything meaningful; it’s just where is the next party or the next adventure 
• I Corinthians 1:18-2:1-16 - The natural mind cannot comprehend the wisdom of God
• Romans 8:7 - The natural mind will not submit to God 

2. They go into full-blown panic– are anxious about life and the future, easily unhinged, emotional and fearful  
• Matthew 6:25 ends the Sermon on the Mount with “do not worry…” 
• The phrase ‘fear not’ is used 80x in scripture
• Isaiah 43:1 “Don’t fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine.”  

3. They have bondage in their lives –addicted to pornography or some substance or have worsening mental health issues that lead to 
depression and even suicide 

• John 8:32 - If the Truth will set you free; it’s safe to say that a lie will enslave you.
• False worldviews are lies set to trap and ensnare you.
• Galatians 5:1 – “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore, keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of 

slavery.”  

4. They find excuses for destructive behavior
• Romans 1:19-31 
• I John 1:8

Non-Christians say that Faith is where Christians go to hide out from realities troubles, but True Faith makes sense of reality
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The Biblical Worldview has withstood the test of time
Bill Nye, the Science Guy – “In another couple of centuries that worldview won’t exist.”

Voltaire, a French philosopher and writer of the Age of Enlightenment (1694-1778) – “One hundred years from my day there will not be a 
Bible in the earth except one that is looked upon by an antiquarian curiosity seeker.”

Charles Spurgeon, the great Baptist Preacher - “The gospel is like a caged lion, it does not need to be defended, it just needs to be let out of 
its cage.”

Responsibility of the Youth Pastor
Most Americans have little idea how to integrate core biblical principles to form a unified and meaningful response to the challenges and 
opportunities of life. This is why we continue to lose even our own children to the familiar but tragic story that devout young people, raised 
in Christians homes head off to college and abandon their faith. How does the Youth Pastor compete with all the noise of a post-Christian 
culture?

Make sure that YOUR worldview is fully shaped by Biblical Truth
Paul warns us to not be captured by deceptive philosophies. 
Colossians 2:8 (NIV) - See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition 
and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (Message) The world is unprincipled. It’s dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn’t fight fair. But we don’t live or fight 
our battles that way—never have and never will. The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing 
that entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected 
against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready 
at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity.

Be prepared to give a response
The Apostle Peter told us to always be prepared to give an answer or defense to everyone who asks about the hope that you have (1 Peter 
3:15). Jesus, simply told us to go make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:19, Acts 1:8). Simple yes, to read and even comprehend, but there is 
something greater underneath the surface of these commands. Something that demands our attention and care. We should not presume 
that making disciples, building relationships, and even walking as Jesus did (1 John 2:6) is something that will just come naturally upon 
belief. Our minds and hearts are not prone to think about the things of God, they are naturally thinking God’s thoughts and our words and 
actions are not naturally in line with those of Jesus. Therefore God, His existence, and the reasons why we believe are not part of our natural 
train of thought. This is why Paul tells us to be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2). Giving a defense requires knowl-
edge and making disciples requires relationships.
We must become discerning viewers of popular worldview expressions as depicted in the world around us (movies, social media, news, etc.) 
in order to articulate an intelligent response.

Give young people both a heart and a mind religion.
If we all give them a “heart” religion it will not be strong enough to conquer the lure of attractive but dangerous ideas. Young believers also 
need a brain religion – training in worldview and apologetics – to equip them to analyze and critique the competing worldviews they will 
encounter when they leave home. 
 “The Bible Says So”…. Is no longer enough
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What kind of Christian will you make? 
Christians whose actions reveal a Biblical worldview
Colossians 2:6-7 (Message) - My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just go 
ahead with what you’ve been given. 

You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him. You’re deeply rooted in him. You’re 
well-constructed upon him. You know your way around the faith. Now do what you’ve been 
taught. School’s out; quit studying the subject and start living it!

Christians that keep the faith even when confronted with different worldviews
The dominant methodology in many Christian schools and churches has been to protect children from nonbiblical ideologies. It makes 
sense to protect children until they are developmentally ready to handle complex ideas, but in many cases students are never exposed to 
competing ideas within their  families, churches, or Christian schools and as a result they go out into the world unprepared for the intellec-
tual battles they are about to encounter. 

Ephesians 4: 14-24 (NIV) - Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind 
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you 
must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves 
over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.

If your students leave the faith because they want to pursue their selfish desires related to sex, drugs or drinking, that’s on them.  But if 
your students walk away from Christianity because they don’t believe it is factually true, who is that on? Measure your pastoring success 
on the number of your youth that keep their faith.

Secret Christians or Champion Christians
Secret Christians – Christians that are intimidated so make faith an intensely private affair between them and God. 

Champion for Christ – Christians that are prepared both spiritually and mentally for striking out into the big world.

How do I Not lose my youth to secular Worldviews?
Commit to teach the full Truth
When surveyed, most young ex-Christians report the primary reason they rejected Christianity was simply because they no longer believed 
it to be true. They had intellectual doubt that could not be resolved by the Christians in their lives. They found better answers elsewhere.

Francis Schaeffer – “Christianity is not a series of truths in the plural, but rather truth spelled with a capital “T.” Truth about total reality, 
not just about religious things. Biblical Christianity is Truth concerning total reality – and the intellectual holding of that total truth and 
then living in the light of that Truth.”
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Partner with Parents
Deuteronomy 6:4-8 gives parents the responsibility of teaching children the truths of God — not the church. Paul also places parents in the 
spiritual leadership role in Ephesians 6:1-4. Biblically, the parent — not the church — possesses this job.
The youth pastor should have a philosophy of “coming alongside” parents to assist them in their God-given task of raising and discipling 
their children. This pursuit is more of a philosophical change than a programmatic change.

Recommended Resources 
Small Group Curriculum

Prime Internship Resources
www.portlandbiblecollege.org/prime
Teaching on Biblical doctrine, Worldviews and Practical life application

Secret Battle of Ideas about God Curriculum
 https://www.secretbattlebook.com
How the Biblical Worldview answers the questions of life. 

Cold Case Christianity Curriculum
http://coldcasechristianity.com
Scientific case for key components of Christianity.  

Youth Pastor Reading List
Practical Guide to Culture: Helping the Next Generation Navigate Today’s World
By John Stonestreet and Brett Kunkle

Restoring All Things: God’s Audacious Plan to Change the World Through Everyday People
By Warren Cole Smith and John Stonestreet

Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from its Cultural Captivity 
By Nancy Pearcey

Counter Culture: Following Christ in an Anti-Christian Age
By David Platt

Finding Truth: 5 Principles for Unmasking Atheism, Secularism, and other God Substitutes
By Nancy Pearcey

Secret Battles of Ideas About God: Overcoming the Outbreak of Five Fatal Worldviews
By Jeff Myers
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